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Emancipation of Authors

and New Partnerships Year

Just when these lines were about to be written,
Slovakia was struck by the coronavirus pandemic,
and 2019 suddenly looks peaceful and stable compared

to the current year. LITA was also confronted by the
epidemic crisis - the art sector’s inherent fragility

was exposed by being one of the areas most quickly
paralysed by the imposition of the necessary safety
measures. When summarising the past year in the
context of this atmosphere, | reflect in particular on how
we helped authors strengthen their position, and the
activities we can offer that deliver authors benefits not

only over the long-term run, but also during crises when
support iIs most needed.

For LITA, 2019 was a yeadr of intensive meetings
and interviews with authors, individuals, and groups.
Authors have become more interested in their rights,

and are beginning to talk openly about the fact that
their current work situation, often underestimated,
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IS nheither suitable nor tolerable. Illustrators,

screenwriters, and translators are looking for a way to
do things differently, a fresh approach that we at LITA
warmly welcome. Our work for authors is, of course,

most effective in direct collaboration with them.

he more we know about their situation, the sooner
we can help raise their voice and negotiate fair
conditions for their creative work.

Our partners number not only authors but also
copyright users. We value long-term partnerships and
are always happy to acquire new ones. In this regard,
| am particularly pleased that we succeeded to engage
INn dialogue even such users with whom we had doubted

would start cooperation with us.

In 2019, we also began much more active
cooperation with another group of our partners -
recipients of LITA Fund contributions. Annually, the fund
- established to support social, cultural, and educational

needs - helps several festivals, awards, and educational
projects in literature, fine arts, audiovisual, and theatre.
As regards the fund’s operation, we concentrated

on adjusting the regulations and enhancing overall

streamlining so that a wider and most diverse number
of authors and organisers of cultural and educationadl
events can enjoy the benefits of invested money.
Accordingly, we have been working on supporting the
fund’s constant visibility to promote LITA activities as
well as copyright issues. We are now much closer to

authors and other actors in the creative community.
The year 2019 was also a year of retrospection.

In November 2019, on the occasion of LITA’s 70th

anniversary we arranged a memorable and triumphant

formal gathering of authors, partners, current and

former employees, and LITA collaborators. The event
took place at the Slovak National Gallery’s Berlinka Cafe.
We met colleagues from other collective management
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organisations, partners from projects supported by

the LITA Fund, as well as users of works - publishers,
broadcasters, cable operators, producers, and
representatives of theatres, libraries, and galleries.

| would like to thank the SNG for allowing us to celebrate
our seventieth anniversary on their premises. Equally,

| would like to give Slovak National Gallery my thanks

for allowing us to peruse the Library of Kornel and
Nada Faldvari to cast our minds back to the happy
and sometimes less cheerful times at LITA, of which
Kornel Féldvdri was an inherent part.

We bid a fond farewell to 2019 by continuing our
New Year with Slovak Art project - with selected Slovak
artists creating a New Year's greeting that we send

on behalf of LITA to our global partners. This time the
greeting was dedicated to the performing arts and
created for us by the fantastic director Julia Rdzusova.
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| am pleased that in the past year we again
succeeded In collecting more remuneration for authors
and, in particular, in settling the "debt"” that in some
cases had arisen against authors through the long-term
use of their works without any licence remuneration.
We similarly strive to resolve other on-going disputes
and debts for the benefit of authors. It is regrettable that
we still live in times when authors’ claims for reasonable
remuneration for the use of work are all too often
overlooked. Addressing this situation, cultural change,
and increasing respect for the creative process and the

value it brings are among LITA's long-term priorities.

On behalf of LITA
Jana Vozdrovaq, director

/ﬁﬂw lfmvu‘
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About LITA

LITA

LITA, Society of Authors, is a civic association of authors
working in the field of literature, theatre, audiovisual,
and fine arts.

We are primarily dedicated to the management
of collective rights representing authors in collecting
remuneration and compensation for various uses of
their works. We work with all types of users - theatres,
book publishers, libraries, galleries, cable operators,
accommodation providers, television (including the
public broadcaster RTVS and all major commercial
channels), and various smaller users.

In striving to help creators manage their copyright
and licence issues on their behalf, we give authorisations

to use their works. We aim to relieve authors of the
administrative burden associated with agreements
pertaining to using their works, whilst also helping
authors conclude fair licence agreements.

We have been operating as a civic association of
authors since 1993. We are registered with the Ministry

of the Interior of the Slovak Republic under number VVS
/ 1-900 / 90-7923.

Our activities are performed based on the the Statutes

INn their current wording as approved at the General
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Assembly Meeting on 31 May 2018, and based on

an authorisation from the Ministry of Culture of the
Slovak Republic. We operate according to the provisions

of Part V of Act no. 185/2015 Coll. - Copyright Act.
Through the LITA Fund, we financially support

many significant cultural projects and educational
events in the copyright field. We work to raise
awdadreness of copyright and the importance of artistic
creation. We strive to improve copyright legislation
for the benefit of creators. Through the fund’s
contributions, we also help authors and rightsholders
who find themselves in challenging life situations.

As of 31 December 2019, LITA 444 members.

Annual Report 2019



Year 2019
In & Nutshell




In 2019 we:

e contractually represented 3 730 Slovak rightsholders (authors and heirs)

e brought together 444 members

e concluded 1 O37 new licences, collective licence or extended collective

licence agreements, and many agreements concluded before 2019
remained in force during that year

e collected € 1.6 million more year-on-year for the remuneration and
compensation of creators, totalling € 6 830 957.83 because in 2019
we also concluded multiannual negotiations with several large users

e paid remuneration and compensation to approximately 4,000
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rightsholders from Slovakia and thousands more abroad through our
partner organisations

e took Into deposit 53 items and extended the deposit for 60 items
deposited In previous years

e continued to streamline the LITA Fund’s operation and build new and
stronger partnerships

e supported 17 projects with € 63 624.35 from the LITA Fund

e created the second New Year's greeting for the New Year with Slovak
Art series; this time we approached Jualia Razusova, the award-winning
theatre director

e participated in 16 international meetings and conferences; their main
topic was the implementation of the latest European directives into
respective Member States’ copyright acts

1
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e participated in the introductory meeting of the Ministry of Culture of the
Slovak Republic working group focused on preparing new legislation -
the implementation of the aforementioned latest European directives.
At this and subsequent meetings, in the application of these documents
we strive to improve the position of authors in contractual relations
and ensure that authors receive reasonable and proportionate

remuneration for each use of their works

e completed 9 educational lectures, workshops, and discussions with
creators

e helped groups of television screenwriters and translators who were
INnterested In the specifics of their professions to resolve issues related to
protecting their rights; we provided copyright advice to other individuals
throughout the year - authors and users of works who contacted LITA
staff or contacted us via the LITA Facebook page
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celebrated the 70th anniversary of LITA - our organisation
dates back to 1949

recorded 27 650 unique visitors to the LITA website, one-

third more than in 2018; the LITA website ( ) had an
average of 2,300 visitors every month; the most popular month
was February, just before the deadline for reporting works for
the previous year

gained new LITA Facebook page followers; increased
by 41 %, so by year-end our page
had 985 followers
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Collective

LITA represents authors of literary, theatrical, dramatic,
musical-dramatic, choreographic, pantomime,
photographic works, works of fine arts, architectural

works, works of applied art, and audiovisual works.
For all these authors, we perform so-called collective
rights maonagement based on the authorisation of the
Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic nr: MK-1587 /
2016-232 / 10421 issued on August 18, 2016.

Copyright can be managed in several ways, depending

on how the work is used. Some require the collective
exercise of rights by law, I.e. the collective representation
of authors (in that case, authors cannot choose to
manage their rights individually), in other areas collective
enforcement of rights is not mandatory, but seems the
most effective (e.g. in television broadcasting). These

are cases where the author alone is unable to follow
all the uses of his/her works and negotiate adequate

remuneration. In that case, applies the principle of
collective rights management, i.e. the execution of @

collective collection of remuneration and their payment
to authors through collective management organisations

(CMOs), such as LITA. For some types of use, authors have
the option to manage these rights themselves or to contact
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anagement

a CMO and enter into a representation agreement. Such
an arrangement relieves authors of the administration
associated with agreements for the use of their works,

and collects appropriate remuneration for them.

Mandatory Collective Management of Rights

Mandatory management applies in the case of the
following four cases: use of works by cable operators
(cable retransmission); reprographic reproduction of works
(e.g. copying, scanning, printing); private copying (e.g. CD,
DVD, USB); and resale of original works of fine art on the
art market (so-called "droit de suite"”). In these cases,
the law imposes an obligation on LITA to administer the
rights of authors collectively, and to collect remuneration
for them for the use of their works en masse.

In 2019, we thus collected reimbursement for the

reprographic use of works from 52 copy shop operators,
49 libraries, and 61 manufacturers or importers of copying
equipment. We collected remuneration for authors of
works from 15 Slovak galleries and auction houses, and
two foreign partner organisations for the resale of original

of Rights

works of art on the art market (the so-called ,,droit

de suite” right). Remuneration and compensation for
further use (use of works by cable operators and private
copying) are collected for all rightsholders by the Slovak

Performing and Mechanical Rights Society (SOZA) within
the cooperation of collective management organisations

(CMOs). CMOs then distribute the remuneration

between themselves according to the areas of art, and
thereafter send to their artists and rightsholders. This

IS so-called joint management of rights, which we shall
mention in more detail at the end of this part of the
Annual Report. Based on this principle, LITA received
remuneration for the use of works of its authors by
cable retransmission from 108 cable operators and other
entities that perform the function of cable operators.

We collected compensation for private copying from 77
manufacturers or importers of technical equipment.

Voluntary Collective Management of Rights

For management of uses that do not fall into the model
of mandatory collective management of rights may the
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authors enter into an individual representation agreement
with LITA. As of 31 December 2019, LITA represented
3,730 rightsholders based on representation agreements

concluded therewith.

otal: as of 31.12. 2019

Represented living authors (without members) 1744
Represented deceased authors 606
Represented heirs 936
Members 444

Total number of represented rightsholders 3730
We enter into individual licence agreements with
represented authors for the use of their works. On their
behalf, we also enter into collective licence agreements
that simplify the work of authors and users of works in the
mass use of works, i.e. when there is a large number of both
works and authors.

Individual Licences

In cooperation with represented authors, we negotiate
fair licence agreements with users of their works, oversee
compliance with contractual conditions, and payment of
the agreed licence fees to authors. In this way, we relieve
authors of administrative burden. In 2019, we concluded
194 licence agreements for dramatic works. on behalf

of contractually represented authors. Of this, 186 licence
agreements were for the use of works by domestic or
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foreign authors in the Slovak Republic, and eight for
the use of Slovak works abroad - in Poland, the Czech
Republic, Russia, Estonia, and Ukraine. The "exported”
authors includes figures such as Milan Lasica, Tomas

Janovic, Julius Satinsky, Jaroslav Filip, Robert Mankovecky,
Peter Karvas, and Osvald Zdahradnik. We also concluded 51
licence agreements for the area of literary works, 12 for the
area of audiovisual works, and 30 for the area of fine art
and photography. Users that we mostly work with include

theatres, major television stations, and book publishers.

ndividual licences granted in 2019 in figures

effect 9 collective licences — two for dramatic, musical-

dramatic and choreographic works, six for audiovisual and
radio works, and one for literary work, work of fine arts and
photography. Users include the Literary Information Centre,

SLUK, Lucnica, Radio Slovakia, Radio Lumen, and major

Slovak television stations (RTVS, Markiza, and Joj).

Number of collective licences concluded or effective in 2019

Dramatic works* 194
*Dramatic works in the SR 186
*Dramatic works for export 8

Literary works 5T

Audiovisual works 12

Fine art and photography 30

Total 287

Collective Licences

The collective licence agreement model simplifies the
work of both authors and users when using works in mass,
.e. when there is a large number of works and authors.

Signhing a licence agreement with each author separately
would represent an administrative burden for both parties.

In such cases, LITA acts on behalf of the contractually
represented authors. In 2019, there were concluded or In

Dramatic, musical-dramatic and choreographic works 2
Literary work, work of fine arts and photography ]
Audiovisual and radio production 6
Total 9

Extended collective licences

The extended collective licencing model even allows

us to act on behalf of contractually unrepresented
authors, and types of use of works that do not fall under
the mandatory collective management of rights. This
again is an effective tool for securing and distributing
remuneration to authors for the use of their works. Both
collective licences and extended collective licences enable
LITA to obtain remuneration for the use of works that are
difficult for authors to track individually. Stable partners
who enter into the extended collective licence agreement
iIncludes the Slovak National Library as the representative

of Slovak libraries, which makes large volumes of various

books and magazines available to readers. Of the 741
extended collective licence agreements concluded or
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effective in 2019, the vast majority were for the use of
works in hotels and restaurants.

Number of extended collective licences concluded

or effective in 2019

Dramatic, musical-dramatic and choreographic works O

Literary work, work of fine arts and photography* 5
*Slovak National Library

*Radio Maria Slovensko

*Radio Services - children’s radio

*KUBO Media

*Kolégium A. Neuwirtha

Audiovisual and radio production** /36
**RTVS 1
**Hotels and restaurants /35

Total 741

In 2019, LITA did not refuse to grant any licence.

Remuneration and Compensation for Remuneration
in 2019

In 2019, LITA paid remuneration and compensation
to approximately 4,000 rightsholders from Slovakia

and thousands more abroad through our partner
organisations. Based on agreements on mutuadl
representation with foreign collective management
organisations and other companies, and based on
authorizations, we also represent tens of thousands
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of rightsholders from all over the world when their work is

used in the Slovak Republic.

n 2019, LITA paid remuneration and compensation
for private copying, cable retransmission, and

communication to public abroad with a delay.
Remuneration for these uses is paid abroad at

a later date due to a more extensive distribution
scheme, which depends on the connection of the LITA
iInformation system with two international databases
of rightsholders: IP| (Interested Party Information) and
the database of audiovisual works, IDA (International

Documentation on Audiovisual Works). A more efficient
interconnection of these systems to speed up the
exchange of data necessary for settlements between
foreign collective management organisations and LITA,
as well as the subseguent payment of remuneration by
LITA abroad, is currently still under development.

Joint Management of Rights

Five organisations dedicate themselves to the collective
management of rights in Slovakia, each representing a

different circle of artists and rightsholders. While LITA
represents authors in literature, theatre, audiovisual and

fine arts, SOZA, Slovak Performing and Mechanical Rights
Society deals with authors of musical works. Performing

artists are represented by OZIS, Protective Association of
Performers of Slovakia and SLOVGRAM - Joint Collecting
Society for Performers and Audio & Video Producers,

which also represents producers of audio recordings,
broadcasters, and producers of video clips. The fifth
organisation is SAPA, Slovak Association of Audiovisudl
Producers. As mentioned above, the CMOs cooperate in
collecting remuneration and compensation for the use
of works, as well as other issues. This is so-called joint
management. In certain areas, it is more effective for
us and much easier for the user if the use of the work
can be settled in one place. In such cases, remuneration
and compensation are collected for all artists and
rightsholders by one of the organisations. The CMOs
distribute the remuneration to each other according to
the areas of creation and, subsequently, pay them to

their artists and rightsholders.

Just like In previous years, in 2019 the Slovak CMOs

executed joint management in three areas:

e cable retransmission; four CMOs (LITA, OZIS, Slovgram
and SOZA) have continued their cooperation; SOZA
granting licences and collecting remuneration for all
of them.

e private copying and communication to public by
means of technical devices and technical performance;
as legally determined, all five CMOs (LITA, OZIS, SAPA,
Slovgram and SOZA) joined together in 2019. In the
first case, joint management is performed by SOZA. In

the second case, a user can reguest the settlement of
rights from any of the CMOs.
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Disputes and Settiement
Agreements

As explained in the previous sections of this Annual of unjust enrichment for the unauthorized use of works.
Report, users of works may enter into collective licence In all closed cases, the courts fully acknowledged

and extended collective licence agreements with LITA. the authors' claims. For the most part, the disputes

The agreements govern both the granting of consent for concerned users such as hotels, restaurants, and other
the use of works, as well as the amount of remuneration iIndividual HORECA sector users, i.e. users of works

for authors. The use of works without a licence or INn the form of communication to public by means of
without paying licence fees is considered unauthorized, technical devices (dissemination of radio and television
as it breaches the author’'s right to give consent and broadcasting on their premises).

receive remuneration for its use. When monitoring the We are delighted that in 2019 we concluded

mass use of works, in some cases we repeatedly come agreements through which 88 entities settled obligations
across such unauthorized use that means authors lose to authors. Thanks to this and also based on settlements
the remuneration to which they are entitled. In such for previous periods, we collected more money for our
cases, LITA contacts the users of works to agree on authors (a year-on-year increase of € 1.6 million) in 2019.
the settlement of unfulfilled obligations to authors. Our This was also thanks to a significant number of dispute
iIntention is not to punish - our goal is always only to get settlements related to cable retransmission, where the
the remuneration to which the authors are entitled, and Interests of our authors are represented by SOZA.

continuously pay obtained funds to authors.
In 2019, we resolved 113 disputed claims with users
of works by concluding settlement agreements. In the

same year, LITA also led 300 disputes concerning cases

18
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Deposit

LITA provides both represented and unrepresented
authors with a service of deposit; whereby deposited
work serves as evidence in the event of a dispute over
authorship. If an author finds that his/her work has been
published under another author’s name, he/she may use
the deposit as indirect evidence that the work had been

deposited at LITA before available to someone else.

Being closely related to copyright protection issues,

we started to provide this service at authors™ reguest.

In the past three years, LITA deposited 50 - 70 items a
yvear and concluded deposit agreements with depositors.

In 2019, we deposited 53 items and extended the deposit
period for 60 items deposited in previous years.

In 2019, we issued one Certificate of Deposit as
evidence for a court hearing.

Number of items deposited with LITA in the past three

years
2019 53
2018 6/
2017 /8
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Following on from the previous year, we continued the

elaboration of the latest European directives related

to copyright legislation in 2019. The main focus of
iInternational-level discussions was on such directives’
Implementation into the copyright acts of respective
Member States. We worked on these European
Parlioment and Council (EU) directives throughout 2018,
and they were approved only in April 2019.

Specifically:

on copyright and

related rights in the Digital Single Market and amending
Directives 96/9/EC and 2001/29/EC.

laying down rules on
the exercise of copyright and related rights applicable to
certain online transmissions of broadcasting organisations
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and retransmissions of television and radio programmes,
and amending Council Directive 93/83/EEC.

In the implementation of both documents, we
strive to improve the position of authors in contractual
relations and to ensure that they receive reasonable
and proportionate remuneration for each use of their
works. We have been promoting these principles
since the first meeting of the Ministry of Culture of the
Slovak Republic working group in December 2019, and

adlso at other meetings in 2020. In preparing this new
Pan European legislation, we participate in formal

and informal discussions at the international level.

We also participate directly in personal meetings

and continuously communicate with our partners. In
connection with the first of the mentioned directives
(Directive of the European Parliament and the Council
(EU) 2019/790 of 17 April 2019), LITA, together with
many Slovak authors, supported several Pan European
petitions of author organizations.

Participation in Working Groups
and Preparation of Legislation

In 2019, LITA also participated in two working
group meetings set up by the Ministry of Culture of
the Slovak Republic in cooperation with the European
Commission and the KEA European Affairs international

research centre. The latter presented its project and
consulted the professional public on its study and
recommendations regarding the culture sector’s

development in Slovakia. The analysis’s outputs should
serve as starting points for future strategic documents,
legislative materials, and recommendations as per the
use of new financial instruments to support private
iInvestments in culture. Only partial results were
presented at the 2019 meetings, the final version of the

study was published in May 2020.
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International partnership

LITA is a member of several foreign societies and orga-

nisations which associate collective management
organizations with the same or similar repertoire.

LITA has member status in:

CISAC (International Confederation of Societies of
Users and Composers - International Confederation of
Societies of Authors and Composers)

IFRRO (International Federation of Reproduction Rights
Organizations)

SAA (Society of Audiovisual Authors)

LITA has observer status in:
EVA (European Visual Artists)

We have prepared agreements on mutual
representation, authorisations to represent, license and
collect remuneration and compensation for different uses
of copyright works with foreign collective management
organizations in various countries and also with other
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and cooperation

organisations associating or representing rightsholders.
Based on these collaborations, we collect and pay
Slovak authors money for the use of their works abroad

and, vice versa, foreign authors for the use of their works
in Slovakia. As of December 31, 2019, we concluded

/1 reciprocal or mandate agreements in dramatic,
literary and audiovisual works; 40 contracts in fine art
and photography, and 20 contracts in reprographic
reproduction.

Numbers of LITA reciprocal and mandate agreements
with foreign organizations in 2019 for various areas:

Dramatic, literary and audiovisual works 71
—-1ne art and photography 40
Reprographic reproduction 20

Foreign organizations we work with is listed on

our website. This list is quite extensive, as foreign
organizations (unlike LITA) often only specialize in a
particular art sector or particular use of works, so often

we must work with several entities. In order to provide

authors with the most comprehensive service possible
regarding their rights and the right to remuneration for

the use of their works abroad, we have made several
local partnerships in various global countries.
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Participation In International
Events

During 2019, LITA participated in several annual foreign organizations and with (non-)represented authors,
conferences and meetings of associations of collective transparency in billing and payment of remuneration,
management organizations of which it is a member, as well as various IT solutions and apps aimed at

as well as several international meetings focusing on authors being continually and accurately informed.
topics arising from the latest European directives. The autumn meetings focused on fine arts,

Following the adoption of the directives (Directive the management of rights of authors of works of art
(EU) 2019/790 of the European Parliament and of the used in audiovisual works, the management of rights
Council and Directive (EU) 2019/789 of 17 April 2019), the when using works on the Internet, and the introduction
iInternational debate focused mainly on opportunities for of droit de suite/remuneration rights for the resale of
their implementation in the copyright acts of respective original works of art in non-EU countries. Our foreign trips
Member States. LITA representatives addressed this In 2019 also included LITA representatives’ participation
Issue in hegotiations both at home and abroad. At the at the Livre Paris 2019 International Book Fair.

international level, they spoke with colleagues from
foreign organizations about the impact of European
case law on practical life, about key issues in enforcing
authors' rights, and questions aimed at improving

the collective management of copyright. The main
topics of conferences and meetings of associations of
collective management organizations were relations

with the membership base of collective management
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March 2019

Livre Paris 2019 Book Fair, France - attended on be-
half of LITA by Lucia Miklasovad; on behalf of the repre-
sented authors by LITA: Peter Gadla

General Assembly and Meeting of the General Policy
Council of the SAA, Brussels, Belgium - attended on
behalf of LITA by Jana Vozdrovad, Lucia Miklasovd

April 2019

Meeting of the IDA Technical Committee, Nice, France

- attended on behalf of LITA by Richard Glevicky
Meeting of the CISAC European Committee, Ber-
lin, Germany - attended on behalf of LITA by Jana
Vozdrova, Timea Virdgova

May 2019

Meeting of the IDA Management Committee, Paris,
France - attended on behalf of LITA by Jana Vozdrovad

June 2019
Meeting of the European group and working groups

IFRRO, Dublin, Ireland - attended on behalf of LITA
by Jana Vozadrovad
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September 2019

Meeting of SAA tax experts on withholding tax,
Brussels, Belgium - attended on behalf of LITA
by Peter Kubovic

ALAI Congress 2019 - Copyright Administration,
Prague, Czech Republic - attended on behalf of LITA
by Jana Vozdrovad, Peter Kubovic

International PLR Conference - Remuneration system
for authors for public lending of their works in librar-
ies (Public Lending Right), London, United Kingdom -
attended on behalf of LITA by Jana Vozdrovd

October 2019

Meeting of the International Council of Authors of
Graphic and Plastic Arts and Photographers CISAC,
Berlin, Germany - attended by LITA: Lucia Miklasovd

Meeting of the Council of General Policy and SAA
working groups, Brussels, Belgium - attended on be-
half of LITA by Jana Vozdrovd

November 2019

IFRRO World Congress, Edinburgh, United Kingdom -
attended on behalf of LITA by Jana Vozdrovd

IDA Management Committee Meeting, Madrid, Spain -
attended on behalf of LITA by Jana Vozdrovd

Meeting of the Technical Committee "Dramatic,
Literary and Audiovisual Works" CISAC, Madrid, Spain
- attended on behalf of LITA by Lucia Miklasovda,
Marianna Zimova

CISAC and EVA seminar on collective management
of the rights of authors of works of visual art and
photography in Central and Eastern Europe, Buda-
pest, Hungary - attended on behalf of LITA by: Lucia
Miklasovd, Marianna Zimovad

Annual CISAC seminar; focused on relations with mem-
bers and represented authors, Budapest, Hungary -
attended on behalf of LITA by Lucia Miklasova,

Marianna Zimovad

Annual Report 2019



LITA Fund

LITA has been operating the Fund since 1994, undergoing
several transformations over that time period although
always serving as a tool to support and reward creators.
In this context, the Rudo Sloboda Award (Cena Rudo
Slobodu) for audiovisual production was established in

1997. The Fund's activities were subsequently associated
with the Sun in the Net Award (Sinko v sieti) in the
category of Outstanding Contribution to Slovak Cinema.

The Fund for the Support of Social, Cultural and
Educational Needs has been operating in its current form
since 2016. It aims to support authors and rightsholders in
their activities or sudden challenging life situations; and
endorses the organization of cultural and educational
events, awards, and other activities that increase
awareness of domestic works and copyright issues.

The LITA Fund is one of the most visible tools

available to LITA to directly support creation,

disseminate values related to copyright protection,
establish and strengthen contacts with authors and
other actors in culture, and create alliances necessary
for the organisation’s effective functioning. We’re
delighted that the LITA Fund makes us a strong
supporter of Slovak art, which at least partially
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alleviates the long-term lack of funds for the creative

sector and creatives in Slovakia. Although the LITA
Fund is not one of the strongest financial supporters
of culture in the country, we nevertheless aim to

promote remarkable projects as much as possible.

In 2019, we supported 17 (out of 24 applicants)
cultural and educational projects through the LITA
Fund totalling EUR 63 624.35. Alongside long-term
partners, we established cooperation with several new
applicants and therefore supported many more projects
than in 2018 (12 projects).

For us, increased supported projects also means
iIncreased mutually beneficial partnerships, which
enables us to succeed in raising awareness of LITA.

We are reaching ever more authors; we are organizing
many more copyright workshops and have increased
participation at discussions and meetings where we
give authors beneficial copyright updates and news
about LITA’s activities. The increase in activities and

the LITA Fund's reach relate to changes introduced

during 2019, as well as the systematic promotion of its
activities. The LITA Fund’s purpose in support of social,
cultural, and educational needs is defined in its statute

approved by the General Assembly (the full version
of which is available on the LITA website). In 2019,
we introduced several changes to the Fund's regulations

aimed at improving the decision-making process for
support, lessening the administrative burden related of

the LITA Fund, and, in particular, clarifying the application
process. So as of 1 July 2019, a new version of the statute,
approved by the General Assembly of LITA, entered

Into force, containing several changes for applicants

for cultural and educational funds.

In order to streamline the application approval
process, we introduced three fixed deadlines in 2019 for
the annual submission of applications: 30 April, 31 August
and 30 November. We expanded the requirements for

iInNforming about support from the LITA Fund (it amends
the Manual for reporting about project support from the

LITA Fund which is available on the LITA website),
adding a reqguest for the evaluation and financial

accounting of projects delivered to LITA by their
organizers. The Board of LITA continues to decide on

the support/non-support of applications for the LITA
Fund from 1 July 2019 with the director of the LITA.
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Cultural and educational
projects supported from
the LITA Fund in 2019
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Slovak publishers and authors attend the Centre
National du Livre Paris 2019

Applicant: Association of Publishers and Booksellers
of the Slovak Republic

Contemporary Slovak literature, modern authors and
their work were presented at the Livre Paris 2019 book
fair. We supported this trip of authors and publishers
with the LITA Fund. The Slovak delegation included
representatives of the publishing houses Absynt, Aktuell,
DAJAMA, Drewo a srd, IKAR, Marencin PT, RAABE,
Slovart, Tatran, Kniha MYJAVA and Martinus book-
stores; authors included Peter Sulej, Arpdd Soltész,
Jana Benovad, Mdria Ferencuhova, Michal Havran, Michal

Hvorecky, Miroslav Marcelli, Pavel Vilikovsky, and Ondrej
Stefdnik. We supported the trip with the LITA Fund in
2018, but since it was a costly project, we subsequently

finalised the contribution from the 2019 funds.
*Another project supported by LITA, linked to the
Slovak delegation’s appearance at the Livre Paris 2019
nternational Book Fair, was an activity by the Literary

nformation Centre (LIC), which - with LITA’s financial aid
- enabled the translation of texts written by the authors
present at the fair. Translated books included Thieves
and Witnesses (Zlodeji a svedkovia) and Paintings from
the Life of M. (Obrazy zo Zivota M.) by Svetlana Zuchovd,
and excerpts from plays by Dodo Gombadr, Jana
Jurdnovaq, Michaela Zakutanskd and Viliaom Klimdcek
used in the production Le jour au Gagarine est mort.

We supported the LIC project with the LITA Fund in 2018.

Slovak Film Week 2019 and the National Film Awards
Sinko v sieti (The Sun in a Net) for 2018
Applicant: Slovak Television and Film Academy

The Slovak Television and Film Academy is a long-term

LITA partner. Slovak Film Week, an overview of domestic
film production, and the S/nko v sieti (Sun in a Net)
national film awards are the most prestigious audiovisual

production events, promoting Slovak artists and their
work. This showcasing of the previous year’s feature,
animated and documentary films is accompanied by a
professional programme, such as the LITA workshop on

copyright in the audiovisual industry in 2019. The event
also provides feedback to filmmakers through audience

discussions and allows viewers to meet the creators.

With the aim to extend the exposure of the previous
year’s best films also beyond Bratislava, the festival also
reaches out to other cities through the Echoes of the
Slovak Film Week (Ozveny slovenskeho filmu).

We're delighted that the list of laureates in 2019 included
the screenwriter, director and chairman of the Board of
LITA, Ondrej Sulaj. He received the Sun in the Net award
for Outstanding Contribution to Slovak Cinematography.
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VLNA Magazine, Issue XXI.
Applicant: VIna

VIna cultural magazine - which maps trends in
contemporary art, theatre, dance, film, literature and

music - became a LITA partner in 2019. This popular
quarterly publication combines reflection on art directly
with creation. Every issue focuses on a specific topic in
showcasing examples from contemporary work as well
as art criticism, and the magazine defines its graphic
language and gives space for progressive graphics.

As a project partner, LITA has the right to a full-page
advert in every issue.

Festival of Serial Production PILOT 2019
Applicant: METAFORUM

he Festival of Serial Production is uniqgue among Slovak
artistic professional platforms. Launched in 2019, the

event has a distinctive focus - shining a spotlight on
trends and happenings in domestic and foreign serial
production and distribution. The presentation of series
aims to stimulate discussion among invited creators
and critics about local production, and the status
(and causes) of today’s Slovak series production.

The festival organisers also created scope for serial
creators’ guestions about copyright, and a LITA
copyright workshop was held.
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DOSKY 2019
Applicant: Contemporary Theatre Association

The prestigious DOSKY theatre award has been running for

24 years. It's awarded for professional theatre production
and artistic performances that premiered in the previous
season in Slovakia. Theatre critics and publicists vote for
winners across ten categories. In 2019, the Board of LITA

member, Elena Flaskovd, once again participated in the
DOSKY award ceremony. She presented the Best Male
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